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bad a kind as any: then there are the charges to
the officers for their dear-bought civility, and at
the offices, and to an attorney ; and, after all, he is
obliged to pay the bill as soon as he gets a little
cash, with all the charges of the plaintiff too

Thus, for a bill, perhaps, of forty or fifty pounds,
he is publicly exposed, and personally insulted; is
perplexed and plundered; and when he makes an
end of it, as he must do, he pays, perhaps, first and
last, five, or six, or seven pounds' charges; and, at
the same time, the person suing him fails not to rail
plentifully at him to the clothier in the country;
by which means his credit is as much sunk with
him, though the bill is paid, as if it had never been
paid at all.

Now take the tradesman in the middle of his first
anxieties upon such a case as this, and before it
comes this length; the bill is payable on such a
day, and that day is at hand, and perhaps he has
more bills running upon him at the same time; the
prospect is frightful, and he is in the utmost per-
plexity about it: his credit, which he knows is the
basis of his whole prosperity, is at stake, and in the
utmost danger; and though he has sufficient to pay
all his debts, if he was to wind up, and everybody
was to pay him what they owe; yet, as he is not
giving over, and he has given large credit, and
cannot get his money in, what shall he do ? Why,
we will suppose the best; that his credit being still
good, he takes up a large sum of money, at legal
interest only, and with it he pays his bills honour-
ably ; and the flood that was breaking in upon him,
is thus dammed out for the present, and he is made
easy for that time; and other sums being offered
him, on. the reputation this had given him, he
scruples not to accept them; and having, by this
means, perhaps a thousand pounds or two in cash.